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Jonah Runs From God (Jonah 1-2)
Main Point: God pursues people because He loves them.
Key Verse: I can never escape from Your Spirit! I can never get away from Your presence! - Psalm 139:7 NLT
Materials: Several small pieces of candy such as Starbursts.
Personal Connection:

· Say: We know that God knows all things and that He is with us all the time, but sometimes we act like He’s not looking or that He doesn’t know what we are doing. But to God, all our actions and thoughts are very clear. Leader, share about a time when you realized that God was always present in your life.

· Read Psalm 139:7-12.

· Ask: So, even at school, is God there? Even in the middle of the night, is God able to see in the darkness? Even if you travel all the way to the Arctic circle? What if you get lost in the jungle? Will God still know where you are? What about if you touch the bottom of the ocean? Will you ever be out of God’s sight? NEVER!
Hands on Application:
· Have all students put their heads down and keep their eyes closed. Scatter candy around the room, in plain sight. When you are finished, allow students to open eyes. Say: I have hidden some things that are worth finding around the room and I want you to find one of them. Have students go around and locate the easily hidden candies around the room. 
· Say: I thought I had hidden them so well, but were they so difficult to find? No! It is similar how God sees us and comes after us because He treasures us - way more than just a piece of candy. God has a heart so full of love towards us that He purposefully seeks us, just as we purposefully went after our little bit of treasure.

Group Discussion:

· Say: Let’s take a look at Luke 15:3-7. In this parable, or story, the Good Shepherd represents Jesus. What does the Good Shepherd do for the one sheep?

· God could have chosen anyone, but He chose to use Jonah. God could have called any country to repent, but He chose Nineveh to hear about His news from His prophet. Today, God has called you to hear His good news. Wow! He loves you so much, He wants you to know Him. Are you going to choose to be found by Him?

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will turn to God as He pursues them with His love. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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